
Cut Scores 

 

Prior to the Benchmark/Universal Screening, districts or school teams must determine a 
minimal accepted score or level of achievement.  A cut score is a point on a score scale 
in which scores at and above the point are in a different category or classification than 
scores below the point (e.g. pass versus fail).  Students who achieve below the cut 
score in a tiered system of support, are targeted for intervention/supplemental 
instruction.   
 
Cut scores are most effective when they are based on well-developed norms.  In the 
past, AIMSweb provided multi-year aggregate norms for comparison, identification, and 
goal-setting purposes.  These norms were a compilation of all student data entered into 
its system.  There were concerns that the results did not represent the national student 
population; in addition, some districts screen only students with at risk status and do not 
necessarily administer all three benchmarks.  Standardized administration and scoring 
might also have been questionable.   
 
Current AIMSweb norms are ‘stratified’ National Norms.  They better represent a K-8 
national student population.  Included in the current norms are schools which universally 
screen 95% or more of enrolled students in the fall, winter, and spring.  Gender, 
ethnicity, socioeconomic status and urbanicity were taken into consideration when 
populating the system with student data.  Schools and districts also assured that they 
would utilize standardized administration and scoring.  These are the most stable norms 
available and a good basis for developing cut scores and rates of improvement for the 
purposes of goal-setting.   
 
This is the second year for these static norms.  It may be wise to have plans to ‘freeze’ 
the norms for the foreseeable future.  The resulting cut scores and rates of improvement 
will promote more consistent identification of students requiring intervention and a more 
dependable goal-setting process, and the ability to make valid comparisons about 
student progress and quality (RtI) implementation from year to year.   
 
At the intermediate, middle school, and high school levels all fall and spring scores 
remain as they appeared in the AIMSweb national norm report for R-CBM and Maze.  
The winter scores were slightly adjusted by a couple of points to demonstrate continued 
incremental student growth.     
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